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IFMA Historical Overview

• established in 1980
• Over 24,000 members, In 104 countries
• Over 134 Chapters worldwide
• 16 Councils, 7 Communities 



Councils
https://www.ifma.org/community/industry-councils

• Academics Facilities Council

• Airports Facilities Council
• Banking Institutions & Credit Unions Councils

• City & Country Clubs Council

• Corporate Facilities Council

• FM Consultants Council

• Healthcare Institute

• Hospitality Council

• Legal Industry Council
• Manufacturing, Industrial, Logistics Council

• Museums & Cultural Institutions Council

• Public Sector Facilities Council

• Religious Facilities Council
• Research & Development Facilities Council

• Retail Facilities Council

• Utilities Council



IFMA Communities
https://www.ifma.org/community/communities

1. Business Leadership, Finance, Communication

2. Environmental Stewardship, Utilities & Sustainability 

3. Operations & Maintenance

4. Health & Safety

5. Information Technology

6. Real Estate Advisory & Leadership

7. Workplace Evolutionary



Atlanta Chapter Historical View

• Founded 1980

• 450 members, 150 active members

• 1 of top 5 best chapters 

• Awards:

• Chapter of the Year: 

• 2000, 2003, 2006,2013

• Professional Development:

• 2001, 2004, 2010, 2015

• Newsletter: 

• 2003, 2007, 2010

• Web Communications: 

• 2003, 2015

• Membership Marketing: 

• 2007



Membership Types

1. Professional – Working in the Facilities Profession

2. Associate – Representation of a manufacturer, vendor, dealer, 
distributor; and/or provider of facility-related products and/or services

3. Student – Candidates who are engaged in full-time study at an 
accredited college or university

4. Retired – Previously worked in the facilities profession

5. Young Professional – Under age 35, new or current members.  This 
membership may not exceed 5 years.



IFMA CHAPTER WEBSITE

Association Headquarters – Vernon & Lisa Thomas
Administrator - 404.766.1632

lisa@ahqi.com or Vernon@ahqi.com

www.ifmaatlanta.org

mailto:Vernon@ahqi.com
http://www.ifmatlanta.org/


Calendar of Events



Credentialing

Credentialing
• CFM – Certified Facility Manager
• FMP – Facility Management 

Professional
• SMP – Sustainability Facility 

Professional
• Accredited Degree Programs 



https://www.ifma.org/professional-development

https://www.ifma.org/professional-development


https://www.ifma.org/professional-development

https://www.ifma.org/professional-development


https://www.ifma.org/professional-development

https://www.ifma.org/professional-development


1/4ly Luncheons

• 1/4ly
• Educationally based – core competencies
• Provides CEU’s
• 12.30 – 2 pm
• Check www.ifmaatlanta.org

http://www.ifmaatlanta.org/


Buddy Program:

• Partner you with a member
• Your choice – FM or Associate
• Buddy will:

• Keep you up to date with all things IFMA ATL
• Contact you monthly
• Attend all IFMA ATL events with you
• Introduce you to FM’s and Associates
• Ensure your first year is a great year!



Tours

• FM only events – 25 average attendees
• First come first served - $10 to attend
• 7-9 am on Friday’s
• Presentation + tour
• Business Partners – based on level - attend



Sports Outing

• Annually in April
• Chateau Elan 
• Sponsor a hole
• Great networking 



Teach a class about your industry

• Business Partner Value Add
• Provide a 1 hour session
• Breakfast or lunch
• Your location
• Teach about your industry
• Don’t sell your service
• Offer CEU’s
• Market it through IFMA ATL



IFMA ATL Buyer’s Guide



Expectations for Associates

• Find a Buddy 

• Don’t sell, build relationships

• Build relationships and position 
yourself as valuable resource.

• Be more than the product or service 
you offer.

• Consider the revenue you will 
generate in 2020 not 2018.



Expectations for Professionals

• Find a Buddy 

• Learn – Become a master of your trade

• Gain access to a reliable pool of resources

• Build relationships and find professional 
resources

• Follow a path of those who have gone where 
you want to be



IFMA World Work Place + Fusion

• IFMA Fusion: Atlanta, GA – April 8 – 10, 2019
• WWP 2019: Phoenix, AZ – Oct. 16-18, 2019

• Attendees include: 
• national and international members
• Professional and Associates

• Education, Networking and Expo

• Thursday night social – chapter happy hour



How Associate Companies benefit

• Networking

• Associates Connecting With Associates

• Associates Connecting With FM’s

• Buyer’s Guide Exposure

• Teach a Class about your services

• Sponsoring Events

• Becoming a Business Partner



How FM’s benefit
• Create meaningful networking relationships

• With other FM’s + new vendors 

• Buddy Program

• Helps you connect quickly

• 1/4ly luncheons 

• Learn, CEU’s, networking

• Tours

• Benchmarking, Best Practices

• Support Group

• Career Enhancement

• CEU’s + designations



To JOIN IFMA ATLANTA

• www.ifma.org

• Join IFMA International

• Join IFMA Atlanta Chapter

• Local Chapter Website – www.ifmaatlanta.org

http://www.ifma.org/
http://www.ifmaatlanta.org/



