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Kathy O. Roper is Professor of Integrated Facility and Property 
Management at Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta Georgia and 
teaches in the areas of graduate sustainable facility and property 
management, facility planning, project management, benchmarking, 
and corporate real estate.  Prior to coming to Georgia Tech in 2002, 
she practiced facility management and corporate real estate for 
corporate, government and not-for-profits for 20+ years. 
 
Roper was 2011-2012 Chair of the International Facility Management 
Association Board of Directors, having served on the Board since 2008, 
and she has been a member of the Atlanta Chapter of IFMA Board of 
Directors for over 15 years, serving as president in 1997. In 2007, 
Roper was awarded the International Facility Management Association 
(IFMA) Fellow, the association’s highest recognition of service and 
lifetime achievement in the field.  Roper is also a U.S. Green Building 
Council LEED Accredited Professional and an IFMA Certified Facility 
Manager. 

 
Roper is the Co-Founder and Co-Editor of the International Journal of Facility Management, launched in 
2009.  She is co-author of The Facility Management Handbook, Third Edition and Fourth Edition (due out 
in July!)  and she also writes regularly for other academic and professional journals and conferences.  Her 
research focuses on strategic facility planning, sustainability in facility operations and new trends in 
workplace management. 
 

 

Joseph Geierman is Senior Manager of Facilities Operations at 
Troutman Sanders LLP, where he has worked since 2009. Prior to 
joining the law firm, he worked for 9 years at EarthLink, holding 
various facilities-related positions. Mr. Geierman graduated with 
highest honors from the University of California at Santa Cruz and 
holds a master’s degree in Building Construction and Facility 
Management from the Georgia Institute of Technology. He serves as 
Vice President of the IFMA Legal Council and was elected President 
of the Atlanta Chapter of IFMA for the 2014-2015 term. Mr. 
Geierman has earned IFMA's Certified Facility Manager (CFM) and 
Facility Management Professional (FMP) designations, and is one 

class away from completing CoreNet’s “Master of Corporate Real Estate” (MCR) designation. He has 
been recognized by his peers in the Atlanta Chapter of IFMA with the Martha C. Osborne CFM award 
and the Distinguished Member Award.   
 


